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could complain of that. Few people in America knew what had been done or could be done with modern airships. They could not get out of their minds the Idea that an airship was nothing but a balloon, and that its car was only a basket. Even the newspapers which attacked and sneered were guilty of like lack of information. Some of the caviling editors plainly showed they did not know the difference between an aeroplane and a motor-balloon; supposed it was always fifty below zero in the Arctic regions; and were unaware whether Spitsbergen was a town in Norway or an island off the coast of Sweden. One editor, who attacked us fiercely, spoke of Snieerenburg as a populous city where we could get all the labor we required!
Those early months of ]{)()<> were days of feverish activity. Perhaps it would have been better not to try to go on wilh the expedition that, summer, but we Americans like to do tilings rapidly, and the rapidity of our operations astonished the slow-going people of Kurope. By the end of January I had finished my conferences with experts and decided upon the si/e and plan of the airship. The contract for building this huge ship in all its parts was let to M. Louis Godard, a well-known constructor and aeronaut, who was believed to stand at the head of his profession.